Supervised

Visitation Programs

Information for Mothers Who
Have Experienced Abuse

@ Family Violence
Prevention Fund

www.endabuse.org




This Guide is about supervised visitation programs. It was
written specifically for mothers who are afraid of their
children’s father or were abused by him. Every supervised
visitation program is different. You have a right to ask
questions and to understand how the staff will supervise
visits with your children.

If you are afraid of your children’s father or are abused
by him, there are services, laws and programs that can
help. Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at
1-800-799-SAFE or 1-800-787-3224 (TDD) or see the
resources listed at the end of this Guide.
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National Links to Local

Resources

Domestic Violence Services and Advocacy:

The National Domestic Violence Hotline:1-800-799-SAFE or

1-800-787-3224 (TDD).
Help is available to callers 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Hotline
advocates are available for victims and anyone calling on their
behalf to provide crisis intervention, safety planning, information
and referrals to agencies in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands. Assistance is available in English and Spanish with
access to more than 140 languages through interpreter services.

E-mail: ndvh@ndvh.org or deafhelp@ndvh.org (By its nature, email
sent and received is not secure and might be read or intercepted
by an abuser.) Website: www.ndvh.org

Sexual Assault, Abuse, Incest Services and Advocacy:

Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN):

1-800-656-HOPE
Call toll-free 24 hours a day anywhere in the U.S. Provides
confidential counseling and support for survivors of sexual assault.
The hotline automatically routes calls to the nearest rape crisis
center that is a member of the RAINN network by reading the
area code and the prefix of the caller’s phone number.

E-mail: RAINNmail@aol.com (By its nature, email sent and received
is not secure and might be read or intercepted by an abuser.)
Website: www.rainn.org

Attorneys:
Attorneys who handle custody/visitation issues are often referred
to as “family law” or “matrimonial law” attorneys. Attorneys with
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knowledge about safety, violence, and abuse issues might use the
phrase “domestic violence” or “family violence” or “abuse/neglect” to
describe their practice. You can get contact information for attorneys
from the phone book, Bar Association or other attorney groups, legal
hotlines, and websites. For example, the American Bar Association
has information for the public about finding and hiring an attorney
at www.abanet.org/public.html. As with hiring any professional, it is
always best to have references and to do your own screening to see if
he or she will meet your particular needs.

Other Helpful Websites:

Battered Women'’s Justice Project — Criminal Justice Office:

www.bwijp.org
The Battered Women'’s Justice Project’s Criminal Justice Office
offers training, technical assistance, and consultation on the most
promising practices of the criminal justice system in addressing
domestic violence. Criminal Justice staff can provide information
and analyses on effective policing, prosecuting, sentencing, and
monitoring of domestic violence offenders.

Family Violence Prevention Fund

www.endabuse.org
The Family Violence Prevention Fund works to prevent violence
within the home and in the community, to help those whose lives
are devastated by violence because everyone has the right to live
free of violence.

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence

www.ncadv.org
NCADV’s work includes coalition building; support for the
provision of community-based, non-violent alternatives—such
as safe home and shelter programs—for battered women and
their children; public education and technical assistance; policy
development; and efforts to eradicate social conditions which
contribute to violence against women and children.
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Violence Against Women Network (VAWnet)
www.vawnet.org
VAWnet is an easily accessible and comprehensive collection of
full-text, searchable electronic resources on domestic violence,
sexual violence and related issues.

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

— Family Violence Department: www.ncjfcj.org or

1-800-527-3223 or 1-800-52-PEACE
The Family Violence Department (FVD) of the National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) advances social change
in courts and communities across the country by providing cutting-
edge training, technical assistance, and policy development on
issues of family violence. The FVD partners with Praxis International
to provide technical assistance to the Safe Havens: Supervised
Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program. Funded by OVW, the




technical assistance supports supervised visitation grantees in their
efforts to increase the number of centers available, to enhance the
quality of services, and to increase their ability to assist victims of
domestic violence, child abuse, sexual assault, and stalking.

Praxis International

www.praxisinternational.org
Praxis provides technical assistance (TA) and networking
opportunities for programs funded by the Safe Havens: Supervised
Visitation and Safe Exchange Program, Office on Violence Against
Women, U.S. Department of Justice.

Supervised Visitation Resources:

Supervised Visitation Network

www.svnetwork.net
The Supervised Visitation Network is a multi-national non-
profit membership organization that is a network of agencies
and individuals who are interested in assuring that children can
have safe, conflict-free access to parents with whom they do
not reside.

Supervised Visitation Clearinghouse, Florida State
University College of Social Work
ilearning.ci.fsu.edu/familyvio/
The Clearinghouse provides technical assistance to supervised
visitation programs and disseminates best practices to the field.

The Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant
Program

www.usdoj.gov/ovw

This discretionary grant program helps create safe places for visitation
with and exchange of children in cases of domestic violence, child
abuse, sexual assault, or stalking. Eligible applicants are States, units
of local government, and Indian tribal governments.
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The Family Violence Prevention Fund
works to prevent violence within the
home, and in the community, to help
those whose lives are devastated by
violence because everyone has the
right to live free of violence.

Family Violence Prevention Fund
383 Rhode Island Street, Suite 304
San Francisco, CA 94103-5133
TEL: 415.252.8900
TTY: 800.595.4889
FAX: 415.252.8991
www.endabuse.org
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